Approved For Release 2004/02/11 : CIA-RDP80-00809A00050,0130171-5 


dec mi Si ~* 8 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

INFORMATION REPORT 


COUNTRY China 


SUBJECT Relaxation of Control over Families of 

Overseas Chinese/Loss of Authority by Farmers Union 


J^Mi* oofcuHiKT - ccxrtiai rM.O.MATio* *r»ic I notki n.Ti On »L Dir 1*11 
Bor Taj lni T[0 IT AT (I . IITHIK T«( MtilllO Of TlTkl II. IICTiOnI 1 
Band 7i4. or TmI u.i. coot, *i *mcno*s. it$ t.aniuiiiion o* u» 
Ilation or iti continti to o* ttctirr av ** «N4 JT*s.hi3 »c«ion 
Lai . i t* 1 1 *r?e*T 


25X1X 


this is DEVALUATED information 



25X1 

ILLEGI^ 


DATE DISTR. 953 

NO. OF PAGES 2 



NO. OF ENCLS. 

sLpp. TO 

REPORT NO. 


1. Since the Spring of 1953, word has come from time to time that Communist Chinese 

authoritieo have relaxed their control on the families of the ovejrseao Chinese to a 
great extent* They have generally reclassified there families; now designating them 
an "middle class farmers” rather than as "big overseas landlords”. These people are 
even allowed to move from the countryside to the city if they do (not want to continue 
to live in the village. Furthermore, it seems that there is now no censorship whatso- 
ever . 


2 . 


3. 


The latest missive came on l6 June /£l95^/ from a woman in Taishon, JCwangtung, who has 
not been heard from for over a year and was almost given up for dead toy her husband. 
Then she suddenly sent her husband a long letter describing vhatj had hapr«w<l during 
the past two years. In her letter , she said: 

"Grandf other , second uncle and second aunt were beaten to death. 

And third aunt’s back was broken. They could have saved themoolvcfi 
if they were a little more patient and not so harsh towards the then 
officers of the Farmers Union, who are now almost all liquidated by 
the regular official agents." i . 

She herself was imprisoned twice and vae beaten up many times . | Very often she gave up 
hope of living through their tortures. She was not allowed to see her daughter. 

Their house, all household goods and personal clothing were sealed but not confiscated. 
"By the grace of the regular officials”, she io now "cleared an<l released". She 
went home and found that nothing had been touched. However, her clothing had moldered 
and rotted because of lack of airing over a long period. She may now move freely again 
and io able to ccnd her daughter to school in Canton. She says that oho heroelf is 
permitted to move to Canton but that she wants to stay in the village a little while 
longer to see how things will develop. I 


4. Whereas it was previotuly reported that there were over 50 persons in this village who 


died at the hands of the hoodlums from the Formers Union, this 


the deaths of "grandfather, second uncle and aunt", 
tortured but not put to death. 


woman mentioned only 


The others might have been merely 
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She added that the Farmers Union has been a [tripped, of its privileges andj authority. 
According to her letter, almost all authority now rests with the local pplice. 


5 - 


6. Between the lines, she hinted that this change of policy might be an inducement to 
the overseas Chinese to send money home; cons eepuent ly, novhere in the letter did she 
mention any money matters. Furthermore, she said that she does not know] henr long 
this policy will hold; she still fears thatj the highhanded methods will Iba used 
again in the future. Before ending the letter, she said that, it was reajilyj [for- 
tunate for her husband to have returned to [the US at the time when the Coasemnist 
hordes were driving down south to Canton from Hunan . ’’You would have been executed 
for sure if you were home", she said. 

7. It may be added here that this letter does not bear any trace of censorship 
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